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T

his special
issue of Shabbat
Shalom has been
devoted to
the person of
Jesus. The name stands at the
heart of the Jewish-Christian
dispute and conveys one of the
most dramatic confusions in history. While the name of Jesus
sounds positive for Christian ears,
evoking God’s love and grace, it
is negative and unpleasant for
Jewish ears and is often associated
with the memory of the Crusades
and even, to a certain extent,
with the more recent event of the
Shoah. For Christians the name
of Jesus means the rejection of the
Jews, who have been accused of
the crime of his crucifixion. For
Jews the name of Jesus implies
the hatred of the Christians and
a religion that is not Jewish, that
is even anti-Jewish. This picture
may look simplistic and exaggerated. It is not.
Indeed the situation has
changed these last few years.
More and more Christians have
begun to realize their Jewish

roots and revised their view on
Jesus; also more Jews are willing
to accept Jesus as a part of their
Jewish heritage. Yet, the dilemma
remains. Deep down in our guts
the war has not ended, and the
sick and irrational associations
have survived our goodwill. What
shall we do? Should we even try to
do something about it? The very
fact that Jesus is still an occasion
for Jews and Christians to fight
and misunderstand each other is
the very reason why we should
come back to this discussion and
interrogate history and the other.
Jewish and Christian scholars and
thinkers have been invited to this
platform again. Let’s hope that a
new confrontation and a fresh
reading of the common sacred
Scriptures would lead to new
horizons, and in the process help
us not only hear and receive the
words of the others, but also discover the One who called for the
Kingdom of peace and love—the
very message that is contained in
the Hebrew word Yeshua.
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